
TRINITY  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A child who loves 
to read is a child 

who can succeed!  

Contact us!  

Trinity Lutheran Church  

6340 North 30th Street  

Omaha, Nebraska 68111  

(402) 453-4080 

office@trinityomaha.org  

www.TrinityOmaha.org  

Testimonials  

 

Every time I go I get numerous kids that come to 

me in the hall and give me a hug or shout out: 

"Papa Jim!"  They will remember their whole lives 

that when they were young, a man named Pa-

pa Jim came to their classroom to read to 

them.  After I finish reading, all the kids want me 

to autograph their books for them.  

  ñ Jim Duda, Volunteer Reader  

We at Miller Park Elementary School are  

appreciative of our reading program partner-

ship with Trinity Lutheran Church. The monthly 

event is a much anticipated day for our stu-

dents and teachers. Our students benefit from 

the program in many ways. They have another 

caring adult  in their lives, academic reinforce-

ment of reading skills, eight books each year to 

keep and foster the love of reading.  We feel 

that the volunteers from Trinity are an integral 

part of our mission at Miller Park Elementary 

School.  

            ñ Amy S. Gordon, Instructional Facilitator 

  Miller Park Elementary School  

The majority of the children I read to are from 

poor inner -city families.  It is incredibly rewarding 

to me to see how engaged these underprivi-

leged children are when I visit them.  They al-

ways ask me  questions that amaze me after I 

am done reading the book. It made me see 

that our small  efforts are having a huge impact 

on their  young lives.  

             ñ Mary Duda, Volunteer Reader  

 



How to start your own  

Reading Program!  

 
First, visit the principal of a needy  

elementary school in your neighborhood.  
 

Students receive one book each month at 
no cost for the schools!  

 
Promise a program for ten years!  

 
Clarify how your organization wants to pay 

for, and who will order the books.  
 

Teachers select the books according to their 
studentôs needs. 

 
Recruit volunteers to read in the classroom 
once a month for 1/2 hour. They should be 

enthusiastic about reading to kids.  
 

Check in with schools from time to time and 
keep track of finances and what books were 

read in the past.  

Trinity Reads is an opportunity to serve the  
educational needs of the neighborhood.  

 
Partnering with 6 elementary schools,  

Trinity provides volunteer readers who help 

students in 1 st through 3 rd  grades.  
  
 

Learn to Love to Read!  
 
 
 

Students have an enthusiastic volunteer 
read a book selected by the teacher 

once each month.  
 

Each student in each class then  
receives their own copy of that book to 

take home and keep.  
 

Students are encouraged to read to  
family members and pass on the love of 

reading!  

Our mission is to keep the students away 
from trouble and keep them in school until 
graduation.  
     ñ Hans Hille, Coordinator of Trinity Reads  

Children in the neighborhood schools 
around us experience a high poverty rate , 

perhaps the highest in Nebraska.  
 

Children in the neighborhood schools live in 
the area of lowest literacy in the mid -west. 

(Minnesota, Dakotas, Iowa,  
Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri)  

 
Children in the neighborhood schools often 

do not have their own books.  
 

Some childrenõs parents work two and 
three jobs to hold their families together.  

 
Some children have only one parent who is  
struggling to hold a job or perhaps attend-

ing school to better their lives, and their 
familyõs lives. 

What is Trinity Reads?  �:�K�\���D�U�H���Z�H���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V�" 

Pastor John reads Pinkalicious  

as seen by a second grade student.  

Pastor John Backus  

Here is volunteer Jim reading to 

children in the classroom.  

   


